HO                    ALEXANDER  OF JUGOSLAVIA

elected Parliament. "Make your decisions, whatever
they ate we will abide by them!" There were many
plans, each supported by a sectional majority but out-
voted by the other minorities en masse. At length, after
several crises, when it seemed that the parliamentary
system would not work at all, the largest minority, the
Serbs, bought the Slav Moslems by agreeing to com-
pensate Mahometan landlords for confiscated lands.
The Moslems then agreed to the Serb draft of a consti-
tution and it was voted over the heads of Croats,
Slovenes and the rest. All the others had wanted federal
systems but had been divided as to details and they
had not learned to compromise. The Croat bloc de-
clared roundly, in 1922, that the constitution had been
obtained by fraudulent means. They had been tricked
by the wily Pashitch,

The new constitution granted representative govern-
ment and freedom of religion. But power was cen-
tralized in Belgrade and there was not adequate guarantee
for individual rights, freedom of speech and of public
meeting. It gave the government of the hour extensive
power of control by police. In the Balkans, when
political persuasion fails, the gendarmerie is the stand-by
of authority.

The new constitution was the 1903 constitution of
Serbia, re-edited to embrace Croats and Slovenes.
Even Pashitch was conscious that a federal system
would have been better. On a free vote Parliament
would have chosen to have a republic, making Alexander
the first president. It had the great example of the
Czechs and Slovaks, who seemed happier under Masatyk.
If Alexander had agreed to it there would have been a
republic. But he was for kingship and the dynasty.
Had he allowed a republic it might have swiftly developed
into a Soviet republic and the dictatorship of the
proletariat. He was not going to allow his country
to follow in the destructive course of Bolshevism.

It was a confused time.   The Parliament of 1920